
Lanercost Church of England Primary School 
Care Believe Achieve 

 

 

Lanercost C of E School History Key Concepts 

The Key Historical Concepts enable children become a little more expert as a Historian by ‘Thinking Historically’. Our key concepts come from the 

CUSP History curriculum which we use to support our planning and teaching of History. 

 

The National Curriculum for History 2014 states: “A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask 

perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the 

complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own 

identity and the challenges of their time.” 
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The 6 Substantive Concepts  
 

The Substantive knowledge is the subject knowledge and explicit vocabulary used about the past. The 6 Substantive Concepts below are 

the suggested vehicle to connect the substantive knowledge. 

 

These concepts develop and deepen as children move through Lanercost from EYFS to KS2. 
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The Disciplinary Concepts 

Disciplinary knowledge is the use of substantive knowledge and how children construct understanding. There are 6 Disciplinary Concepts 

that support children to think as Historians: 
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The Concepts in the Curriculum 

 Year A Year B 

 EYFS and KS1 KS2 EYFS and KS1 KS2 

Autumn Victorians World War 2 
Who was Queen Victoria? 

POWER 
Why was Queen Victoria’s reign 
significant? 

POWER/ DEMOCRACY 

How has life changed since World 
War 2? 

COMMUNITY/ KNOWLEDGE 

What was it like to be a child in 
WW2? 

COMMUNITY/ KNOWLEDGE 

Spring What happened in the Great Fire 
of London? 

KNOWLEDGE/ COMMUNITY 

How have Ancient Greek 
achievements influenced us 
today? 

POWER/ DEMOCRACY 

The Tudors 
Why was Christopher Columbus 
important? 

KNOWLEDGE/ COMMUNITY 

Why was Henry VIII an important 
historical figure? 

POWER 

Summer  Romans Why was Florence Nightingale 
known as the ‘Lady with the Lamp?’ 

KNOWLEDGE 

What was it like to live in Anglo-
Saxon times? 

INVASION/ POWER 
Why did the Romans build 
Hadrian’s Wall? 

INVASION 

What impact did the Romans have 
on our local area? 

INVASION/ CIVILISATION 
 

 Year C Year D 

 EYFS and KS1 KS2 EYFS and KS1 KS2 

Autumn Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age Titanic 
Why do we have stone circles? 

KNOWLEDGE/ COMMUNITY 
Would you like to live in the Stone 
Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age? 

KNOWLEDGE/ COMMUNITY 

How has transport changed since 
the Titanic sunk? 

KNOWLEDGE 

How did the Titanic’s sinking impact 
on our lives today? 

COMMUNITY/ KNOWLEDGE 

Spring How did the Great Fire of 
London spread so quickly? 

KNOWLEDGE/ COMMUNITY 

How does an Early Islamic 
Civilisation compare with British 
history? 

CIVILISATION/ KNOWLEDGE 

Ancient Egyptians 

Who was Tutankhamun? 

 
KNOWLEDGE/ COMMUNITY 

Which achievements of the 
Ancient Egyptians are still important 
today? 

CIVILISATION/ POWER 

Summer  Romans Why is Florence Nightingale 
remembered? 

KNOWLEDGE 

Would you rather be a Viking or an 
Anglo-Saxon? 

INVASION/ POWER 
Why was Emperor Hadrian 
important?  

POWER/ INVASION 

How far did the Roman Empire 
reach? 

INVASION/ POWER 

The boxes highlighted green are the topics that the whole school will be looking at but with different foci for each Key Stage. 

The words in blue are the substantive concepts 

 


