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Lanercost C of E School History Key Concepts 

The Key Historical Concepts enable children become a little more expert as a Historian by ‘Thinking Historically’. Our key concepts come from the 

CUSP History curriculum which we use to support our planning and teaching of History. 

 

The National Curriculum for History 2014 states: “A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask 

perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the 

complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own 

identity and the challenges of their time.” 
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The 6 Substantive Concepts  
 

The Substantive knowledge is the subject knowledge and explicit vocabulary used about the past. The 6 Substantive Concepts below are 

the suggested vehicle to connect the substantive knowledge. 

 

These concepts develop and deepen as children move through Lanercost from EYFS to KS2. 
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The Disciplinary Concepts 

Disciplinary knowledge is the use of substantive knowledge and how children construct understanding. There are 6 Disciplinary Concepts 

that support children to think as Historians: 
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The Substantive Concepts in the Curriculum 

 

 

 Year A 

 EYFS KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Autumn All About Me and My School 

Community 

Changes in Living Memory - the 

Community 

Community 

Stone Age – Iron Age 

Knowledge/ Community/ Power 

Comparison study Mayan civilisation and 

Anglo Saxons 

Civilisation/Knowledge/ Power 

Spring People Who Help Us: Then 

and Now (Focus on Fire) 

Knowledge 

Events beyond living memory (Great 

Fire of London) 

Community/ Power/ Knowledge 

Stone Age – Iron Age 

Knowledge/ Community/ Power 
 

Rome and the impact on Britain 

Power/ Invasion/ Civilisation 

Windrush Generation 

 

Community/ Democracy/ Power 

Summer The Romans 

Power 

Why did the Romans build Hadrian’s 

Wall? 

Community/ Power/ Knowledge  

Rome and the impact on Britain 

 

Power/ Invasion/ Civilisation 

Ancient Greece - a study of Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the 

western world. (Place in time) 

Civilisation/ Knowledge/ Democracy/ Power 

 Year B 

 EYFS KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Autumn All About Me and Where I 

Live 

Community 

Significant people 

Mary Anning and David Attenborough 

Community/ Knowledge  

Ancient Egyptians 

Civilisation/ Knowledge/ Power/ 

Invasion 

Battle of Britain 

Power/ Invasion/ Community 

Spring Castles 

Knowledge/ Power 

Significant historical events, people, 

places in our locality - Border Reivers 

Community/Power/Knowledge 

 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons 

and Scots 

Invasion/ Power/ Community 

Study five significant monarchs 

 

Power/ Invasion/ Democracy 

Summer Who was Grace Darling? 

Knowledge 

More lives of significant people (Neil 

Armstrong, Mae Jemison, Bernard 

Harris 

Jr., Tim Peake) 

Knowledge/Community 

Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor 

Invasion/ Power/ Community 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the 

western world.  (Myths, Legends, Culture) 

Civilisation/ Knowledge/ Democracy/ Power 


